CHAPTER III

THE  FRUITS  OF  IMPERIALISM

j.875. WHEN the Prime Minister offered the Viceroyalty
of India to Lord Lytton,1 he told him that Lord
Northbrook had resigned it "for purely domestic
Lara reasons." This was not quite so. Besides the
financial differences to which allusion has already
been made, Lord Northbrook and his Council were
at variance with Lord Salisbury and the Cabinet
on the question whether the Amir of Afghanistan
should be asked to receive a British Resident at
Kabul. Lord Northbrook, a disciple of Lord
Lawrence's school, which was for leaving Afghan-
istan severely alone, thought that he should not
Lord Salisbury took the contrary view, less from fear
of Russia than because he conceived it essential to
obtain more trustworthy information from Central
Asia. Before Lord Lytton left England he con-
ferred with Lord Lawrence, and with Sir James
Stephen, who had been Legal Member of th^
Viceroy's Council in the time jaf Lord Mayo.
Like Rehoboam, and so many others before him,
the new Governor-General forsook the counsels of
the old and followed the more seductive suggestions
of his own contemporary. He had not been long
in India when he wrote to a friend concerning the
Amir9 <* A tool in the hands of Russia I will never
allow him to become. Such a tool it would be my

1 Vol. iii. p. 410.
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